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~iE] _uozmm_.om‘mﬁm:o: will eventually have ho-mo_oco plants growing along the
‘Whangawehi River as a result of the E:m:umims. Catchment Management group

long-term restoration project.
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O People of all ages attended the Whangawehi planting
weekend with 5000 plants put in the m_.o_._:n_ as a result of their

ANOTHER stage in the gradual restoration of the
Whangawehi River margins was ticked off in the weekend.

It was a day of laughter and children playing, bringing
the valley to life said one of the helpers, Sophie Dodds.

“There we are planting new life into the environment
and it’s E the cycle of life msa regeneration — so
precious.”

After seeing a kotuku on Saturday, she said they were
doing the right thing.

“Yesterday was beautiful and the place was at peace.”

The Whangawehi Catchment ?Hmﬂmmwuumnw group’s .
restoration programme saw 1.5km of river bank

planted in a variety of native plants at the weekend. -

Around 25 people participated with 5000 plants
ranging from kowhai, grasses,
manuka and totara planted in the prepared area.
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Contractors were continuing the planting towards
the Whangawehi River bridge this week with another
40,000 plants on both sides of the river going in.

Pongaroa Station manager Shane Mildenhall said so
far the plantings further up the river on the Pat O’Brien
property had achieved a 90 percent survival rate.

Mr Mildenhall has culled around 350 goats over three
years and trapped and monitored pests in preparation for
the winter planting. Long-term he hopes they can make
the whole peninsula pest free.

Regional and local councils have helped with the funding
along with the Department of Conservation and the New
Zealand Lotteries Commission, with one side of the river
fencing .mbmﬁomm v% Mmechm memﬂou owner muw..gnwmm_
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Caviale’s work liasing and completing funding applicatio
for the group, finding quotes from different companies a

liasing with farm owners, brought it all together.

“There’s a lot of preparation work going into this ki1
of day with Tahuru Marae providing accomodatii
and Pongaroa supplying meat for the weekend.”

Te Mahia School had also planted around 500 plan
in the bridge area, he said.

After the planting had finished local kaumat
Pera Edwards gave a history of the manageme
group and the memorandum of understandii
signed at Tahuru Marae with the local and region
councils.

Organisers of the planting day said they had ma;
phenomenal progress and welcomed more helpe
for next winter’s planting.



