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Anderson. Front: Kevin Swannell (left) and Wayne Stevens.

By Harrison Christian
harrison.christian@hbtoday.co.nz

The Pride of New Zealand
Awards’ regional winners for the
lower North Island were
announced at a ceremony at
Hawke’s Bay Today, Hastings,
last night.

The inaugural awards recog-
nise New Zealanders who make
the most positive, uplifting and
inspiring contributions to their
community.

The awards ceremony cele-
brated finalists representing
Hawke’s Bay, Manawatu-
Wanganui and Wellington.

Hawke’s wne Today editor

Andrew Austin said the news-
paper was proud to support the
awards, due to its focus on
contributing to the community, as
shown by its Bring yer Boots
campaign and Fighting Poverty
series.

Hawke's Bay Today general
manager Russell Broughton said
he was glad to get behind the
awards, which recognised inspir-
ing Kiwis.

The Hits radio hosts Martin
Good and Sarah van der Kley
announced winners in Six
categories, to go on to a national
awards ceremony in Auckland
next month. Five of the six were
from Hawke’s Bay.
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They included the Swannell
family, Napier, who were recog-
nised for running a mobile soup
kitchen for the homeless in Clive
Square with the Community
Spirit Award.

Kevin Swannell said the family
was stunned: “We weren’t
expecting this and we're really
quite overwhelmed.

“It [the soup kitchen] isn’t a
task we do — it’s an expression of
our lives.”

Wade Kelly, of Hastings, won
the Bravery/Heroism Award for
saving the lives of four people
who got caught in a dangerous rip
Waimarama Beach.

Hai Tong Too, of Napier, won
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the Lifetime Achievement for
being a key advocate for minority
groups for more than 40 years,
and Kathleen Mato, of Wairoa,
won the Environmental Award
for her work as Whangawehi
Catchment Management Group
leader.

Colin Anderson, Palmerston
North, formerly from Dannevirke,
was the Fundraiser of the Year.
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hosts Martin Good and Sarah
van der Kley presented last
night's awards. HBET1426290

our regional-winners

REGION CAN BE PROUD: Pride of New Zealand lower North Island regional award winners (from back, left): Kathleen Mato, Kiri Swannell, Hai Tong Too, Lee Kelly (father of Wade Kelly), Colin
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Warm up your home

with the perfect heat pump solution from Daiki

PH 06 878 2121 » www.coldrite.co.nz
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Trust the Heat Pump Specialists.
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